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IT WAS ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8,1 think, that Ozanne, the
polished correspondent of Havas, presented to Colson a
wire from his Paris office which gave in fair detail the lines
of the Hoare-Laval proposals.

The Ethiopian Government had not been acquainted
with these proposals. The Italian Government had. The
men who were running the League of Nations machinery
at the time. Sir Samuel Hoare and M. Pierre Laval, con-
ceived that this was the best procedure: to secure the
approval of the aggressor first, as the party to the dispute
most worthy of consideration, and then to inform the
Ethiopian Government.

Later in the week the proposals came over the Legation
wirelesses to Barton and M. Bodard. Even when they were
officially handed to the two Governments, the Ethiopians
got them after the Italians, For the French Legation pleaded
a " defect in the wireless apparatus" which caused them
immense trouble in receiving the full text.

Colson said to me, " We felt that we were treated worse
than the dirt."

The Emperor was at Dessye, over four hundred and
twenty kilometres of crazy road away, nearly two hours by
ten-year-old Ethiopian aeroplane, a day or two by languid
telephone relay or frayed Ethiopian wire.

The French knew that Bodard had no personal weight
with the Emperor: so they wished to use an English agent
who had. And the British Government willingly agreed.
And the plan went wrong because the personal contact
necessary between the Emperor and Barton did not exist,
and could not be brought about.
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